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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

 
MARK HALE, TODD SHADLE, 
and LAURIE LOGER, on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 
 
Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
STATE FARM MUTUAL AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, EDWARD 
MURNANE, and WILLIAM G. SHEPHERD, 
 

Defendants.   

 
Case No. 3:12-cv-0660-DRH-SCW  
 
Judge David R. Herndon 
 
Magistrate Judge Stephen C. Williams 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DECLARATION OF ROBERT COOMES REGARDING  
PHASE I DISTRIBUTION AND PROPOSED PHASE II DISTRIBUTION 

 
I, Robert Coomes, hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. I am a Project Manager in Client Services employed by Epiq Class Action & 

Claims Solutions, Inc. (“Epiq”), which was appointed by the Court to serve as Claims 

Administrator by order dated September 4, 2018.  The statements of fact in this declaration are 

based on my personal knowledge and information provided to me by my colleagues in the 

ordinary course of business, and if called on to do so, I could and would testify competently 

thereto. 

REPORT ON PHASE I DISTRIBUTION 

1. In accordance with the Court’s December 16, 2018 Order granting final approval 

of the Settlement, Epiq undertook to distribute the Settlement Fund as per the Plan of 

Distribution. The Settlement Fund of $250 million earned interest of $4,526,991.17 and paid 

attorneys’ fees and litigation expenses (including pre-settlement notice and administration costs) 

of $90,782,301.42, class representative service awards of $75,000, and settlement notice and 
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administration costs of $2,540,020.98. (Notice and administration costs were greater than the 

$2.1 million estimated at the time of settlement due to higher-than-anticipated communications 

from Class Members.) The remaining amount available for the Phase I Distribution therefore 

totaled $161,129,668.77 (the “Net Settlement Fund”).  

2. Epiq calculated the pro rata Phase I Distribution payments due to all eligible Class 

Members as set forth below.  

3. Per the Plan of Distribution, payments were made automatically to all Class 

Members for whom the Claims Administrator had a valid address, with no need for those Class 

Members to submit claim forms (except for those in Arkansas and Tennessee who were required 

to submit claim forms if they were residents of another state during the Class Period).  

Additionally, because the class list did not include all Class Members, potential Class Members 

not on the class list were able to submit a claim form, either online or by mail, by providing 

evidence of their membership in the Class and requesting payment. 

4. Epiq received 27,637 complete and timely claim forms from Class Members, 

including 262 from Class Members in Arkansas and Tennessee. Additionally, there were 

1,515,989 eligible Class Members who did not request exclusion from the Settlement and were 

not required to submit a claim for payment. The Phase I Distribution population therefore 

included a total of 1,543,626 Class Members. 

5. In October 2019, the Phase I Distribution payments were distributed to eligible 

identifiable Class Members. The payment amount for each Class Member was $104.38. A total 

of $161,123,681.88 was distributed to eligible Class Members as part of the Phase I Distribution 

process. The calculated payments were $5,986.89 less than the total amount of the Net 

Settlement Fund due to rounding.  
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6. Class Members could elect to receive their payment as a check or an electronic 

payment via PayPal or Zelle.  There were 24,226 payments sent via PayPal and 245 sent via 

Zelle.  Settlement checks were mailed to 1,519,060 Class Members.   

7. There were 95 Class Members whose names appeared to match to the Office of 

Foreign Asset Control’s Sanctioned and Blocked Person List, and their payments, totaling 

$9,916.10, were withheld from the Phase I distribution.  These individuals are discussed further 

below.   

8. Of the 1,519,060 Phase I Distribution checks originally mailed, 153,242 checks 

totaling $15,995,399.96 were returned by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as 

undeliverable. Of the 24,472 payments sent via PayPal and Zelle, 1,985 were returned as 

undeliverable or were unclaimed by the Class Member. These returned or unclaimed PayPal and 

Zelle payments were reissued as checks to those Class Members.  

9. Between February 2020 and May 2021, Epiq reissued 23,955 Phase I Distribution 

checks totaling $2,500,422.90 to eligible Class Members due to various reasons including name 

changes, lost checks, or forwarding addresses.  

10. Three initially negotiated checks, totalling $313.14, were returned to the 

Settlement Fund due to the inadvertent negotiation of the check.  Each of these checks was 

received by a business that was unable to correctly identify the account in which to apply the 

Settlement Award. The funds were returned as a payment made out to the Qualified Settlement 

Fund.  Including checks, PayPal, and Zelle, as of November 24, 2021, 1,116,260 Phase I 

Distribution payments totalling $116,515,218.80 had been negotiated by Class Members.  
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11. As of December 30, 2021, 427,271 outstanding Phase I Distribution checks 

totaling $44,598,546.98 had passed their stale date and have been voided. All issued payments 

have either been negotiated or have been voided. 

12. Since 1,116,260 payments totaling $116,515,218.80 have been negotiated, the 

over-all cash rate on Phase I Distribution payments was approximately 72.3%. The 

overwhelming majority of uncashed checks – over 99% -- had been mailed to Class Members 

who did not submit a claim but instead received an automatic payment. 

13. The current balance in the Settlement Fund is $44,614,763.11. 

PHASE II DISTRIBUTION TO ELIGIBLE CLASS MEMBERS 

14. Paragraph 15 of the Settlement Agreement contemplates that if there is any 

balance remaining in the Net Settlement Fund, a further distribution to Class Members will be 

made if feasible to do so. Under the assumption that Phase II Distribution checks would be 

issued and mailed only to Class Members who negotiated their Phase I Distribution payment, as 

well as the additional Class Members described below, Epiq has calculated potential award 

amounts and projected costs for a Phase II Distribution. 

15. The 1,116,260 Class Members who negotiated their Phase I Distribution payment 

will be eligible to receive a Phase II Distribution check.  The approximate Phase II Distribution 

payment would be $39 per eligible Class Member.  

16. As described above, payments for the 95 individuals whose names appeared to 

match the Office of Foreign Asset Control (“OFAC”) list were withheld from the Phase I 

distribution.  The OFAC list is frequently updated.  If any of these individuals’ names match to 

the OFAC list again, they will be sent a notification letter requesting information needed to clear 

the match and issue the payment.  If they do not provide the appropriate documentation and the 
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match cannot otherwise be cleared, then no payment will be sent.  If the match is cleared, the 

Class Member will receive a combined Phase I and Phase II payment that totals approximately 

$143. 

17. In addition, 146 Class Members requested reissued Phase I payments after the 

deadline for doing so had passed; because there will be another distribution, these Class 

Members would likewise be eligible to receive a payment that combines their Phase I and Phase 

II amounts, for an approximate total of $143 for each of those 146 Class Members. 

18. Epiq has determined and advised Settlement Class Counsel that the estimated fees 

and costs associated with performing a Phase II Distribution to approximately 1,116,501 eligible 

Class Members will be approximately $965,000 and will not exceed that amount. 

UNCLAIMED PROPERTY AND ESCHEATMENT PROCESS 

19. It is likely that some portion of the Phase II Distribution checks will not be timely 

negotiated. Per Paragraph 15 of the Settlement Agreement, if, after a supplemental distribution to 

eligible Class Members, there remain monies in the Net Settlement Fund from checks that 

remain uncashed for 180 days or more, then the final uncashed amounts will be deemed 

abandoned and available to be escheated early to the states of residence of those Class Members 

who did not cash their final checks.     

20. Epiq will promptly forward to the various state unclaimed property offices the 

remaining amounts, along with the names and addresses of those individuals who did not claim 

their Phase II Distribution checks.  

21. Epiq has determined and advised Settlement Class Counsel that the estimated fees 

and costs associated with performing the unclaimed property and escheatment process will be 

$16,250 and will not exceed that amount. 
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on February 14, 2022 at New Albany, Indiana. 

 

            ______________ 
             Robert Coomes 

       Project Manager 
       Epiq Class Action & Mass Tort Solutions, Inc. 
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